
 
Montego Bay Yacht Club Newsletter 

Christmas Edition - December 2015 
 

 

1 
 

COMMODORE’S REPORT 

 
Nigel Knowles 

 
During November, MBYC sailors of all ages headed to Kingston to lock horns with sailors from RJYC over the 2 
day Latvian weekend regattas.  We had J22’s in the shape of Zipper and Ahyaso fighting it out in the national 
championships to show who the best sailors in Jamaica are.  Congratulations to Peter Harper and his crew on 
Zipper for taking first place, and to Mike Morse and his crew on Ayahso for taking third.  Well done our new 
champ!   
 
The following day we also had participants in the all comers sailing and very importantly, we had our 
youngsters return to Kingston to race in the Picos against RJYC’s young people.  The course for the children 
was tricky as the wind was quite strong and the marks needed moving a few times before we could even start; 
poor Dylan Luesang must have been in his Pico for a good hour just waiting for the start to be agreed!  He did 
very well indeed. 
 
Although Kingston took the overall honors, our kids gave them a great run for their money.  The results were; 
 
17 & under 
1st Jordan Clarke (Kingston) 4 points 
2nd Jessica Fulton (Kingston) 12 points 
3rd Roshan Bharwani (Montego Bay) 13 points 
 
12 & under 
1st Thomas Couch (Kingston) 3 points 
2nd Dylan Luesang (Montego Bay) 6 points 
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Both Jordan Clarke and Thomas Couch dominated their class with a clean sweep with the two sailors winning 
all of their races.  Most improved sailor went to Tara Fisher from RJYC. 
 
Thank you to Scott Clark, Zoe Knowles and all those parents and youngsters who took the time to participate 
with such spirit.  It was great to see you out on the water sailing so well.  
 
We plan to announce dates for a series of return events between the junior sailors very soon.  That event will 
take place in Montego Bay on 2 occasions, and 2 more times in Kingston. Do come out and support these 
future old sea dogs as they gain experience and skill and hopefully pick up lots of trophies for themselves and 
MBYC.  
 
The club held a 2 minute silence in honour of the fallen in all wars at eleven o’clock on November eleventh.  
This day and time (locally adjusted) is chosen to mark the signing of the armistice which ended WW1 in 1918 
and took effect at that precise time.  It was fantastic to see all the people at the club, both members and staff, 
taking the time to honour the lives and brave efforts of soldiers from Jamaica and other counties.   
 
You should hopefully now see that MBYC has a brand new website.  Many thanks to Andrew Chalmers and 
Mike Morse for getting the site up and running at long last.  It is at our normal web address of 
www.mobayyachtclub.com and we plan to keep it updated and as fresh as we can with news of social, sailing, 
fishing, tennis and other events and happenings at the club.  Be sure to bookmark it and check it regularly.  If 
you have a contribution, please let the office know so that we can include it on the website where 
appropriate.  
 
As you will read later in this newsletter, the club has just completed hosting a very successful international J22 
drinking sailing event. As you will see from Lyn Langford’s report here in the newsletter, it involved the full J22 
fleet.  However, due to such a high number of visitors joining us from overseas, MBYC could only get 3 boats of 
our own on the water.  The sailing was very competitive and a lot of fun, as were the social gatherings (if only I 
could remember through the fog of rum of what actually happened at these gatherings).  Thank you to all the 
J22 boat owners who generously gave up your boats to our visiting guests or those of you who used their 
vessels as press and spectator boats.  We very much appreciate it.  Thanks must go out to our organising 
committee:  Richard Hamilton, Lyn Langford, Evelyn Harrington, Julia Magnusson-Ford and our very own 
newsletter editor and newly returned member, Carole Small. Well done all.  
 
On Sunday 6th December MBYC and our 54th Marlin Fishing Tournament received about an hour’s worth of 
coverage on TVJ sport.  The club and event came across very well, although their spelling of certain people’s 
names was way off the mark!  The interviews were well done and the club looked great with plenty of shots of 
people having a fun time.  
 

http://www.mobayyachtclub.com/
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Last month we provided you with the results of the MBYC members’ survey.  I hope you found it useful and 
interesting.   I neglected to add that we can thank club member Julia Magnuson-Ford for doing such an 
amazing job with the survey, both in creating it and in tabulating the results.  Thank you Julia. 
 
Christmas is fast approaching and we have a few socials coming up - the member’s Christmas Lunch being a 
highlight.  As usual, this day also sees the annual visit of Santa Claus coming to the club to distribute presents 
to the children.  Remember to book your spot and check with the office about dropping off any presents that 
you need Santa to deliver.   
 
The club staff and executive wish our members and their families a very safe and happy Christmas and a 
prosperous and exciting New Year.  Merry Christmas to all.  Let’s make 2016 MBYC’s best year yet!   

 
2015 Jamin Jamaica J/22 Invitational Regatta 

Lyn Langford, Vice Commodore  

 
Courtesy of Bunny Rose Photography 

 
The 26th Annual J22 Jamaica Invitational (JAMIN) Regatta was held Dec. 5th & 6th 2015 and it was nothing 
short of Fabulous! 
 
We had 3 teams from the Cayman Islands, 2 teams from the USA, 1 team from Canada, 2 teams from Kingston 
and 3 of our very own Mo Bay boats competing, making 11 boats on the line.  It was a sight to see!  This year 
we were fortunate to have two sponsors who partnered with us in making the event the huge success that it 
was.  Our Commodore level sponsor was Halls Investment Ltd/Island Lyfestyle, and our Title sponsor was 
Stocks & Securities Limited (SSL). 
 



 
Montego Bay Yacht Club Newsletter 

Christmas Edition - December 2015 
 

 

4 
 

Friday night kicked things off with our Welcome Party, sponsored by SSL, at the Club.  Our sailors got a chance 
to renew old friendships and rekindle the competitive spirit in preparation for the next two days of racing.   
The bar was open and spirits were high ~ a great way to start the Regatta! 
 
Saturday morning dawned with much quieter conditions than expected.  The race committee was happy on a 
brand new 100’ deep mooring allowing racing to take place further out in the bay than previous years.  
Notwithstanding that the breeze was light and oscillated over 40 degrees all day, it meant that those in phase 
always came out ahead.  During the first race the spread was large and quick with the first place boat rounding 
the leeward mark before the last place reached the first windward mark.  Those that stood and watched the 
wind came out ahead every time. 
 
Saturday evening was a rootin-tootin time where the competition of the day was left back on the water and 
the focus for the night was on frolic and fun!   Bryan and Lyn Langford once again opened their home for the 
night and the ‘Wild, Wild, Wild West” came alive!   We had ‘cowboys’ and ‘Indians’ rehashing the trials and 
tribulations of the day. And a delicious smorgasbord of food donated by Mo Bay members.  Our visitors 
enjoyed every bite.    The highlight of the evening was the country and western singer, Billy Joe, who got us all 
whoopin’ and a hollarin’ and dancin’ up a storm!   Yee-haw!  It really was a night to remember! 
 
Sunday morning came very early for many people, but as the sails were hoisted for the final day of racing, the 
competitors were in high spirits and still talking about the night before!  The weather was beautiful Mo-Bay 
style with winds blowing about 22 to 25 knots, but shifty, making it difficult for the Race Committee to set the 
courses.    Race 1 started off with ‘Zipper’ helmed by Peter Harper, crossing the line early making him have to 
return to line for a restart.   He did well coming from behind the fleet to finish the race in 6th place.     The 
course was very competitive with Commodore Mike Farrington of Cayman on Stephen Facey’s boat, “Take 5” 
holding his lead ahead of Stuart Johnston of Team USA1 in ‘Nina’, with Bruce Johnson and his crew from 
Cayman on ‘Awesome’ finishing third.  
 
Race 2 was a bit challenging for the ‘Vikings’ from Cayman on ‘Jim Screechie’.   On the first upwind leg, a gust 
took them over…. And I mean all the way over!    We all watched in horror as her keel stood tall - pointing the 
sky!   ‘Defender’, being the honorable ones, left their space near the front of the fleet and turned around to go 
and help.   Fortunately, no one was hurt.  ‘Jim Screechie’ righted herself and began sailing towards the mark 
just as ‘Defender’ got to her.    All was well until the last downwind leg when she went over again!   Not like 
the first time, thank goodness, but at this point, I believe spirits were a bit low.   However, she came back with 
vengeance and sailed Race 3!    That’s why we love Suvi and her Vikings - they never give up!   
 
Tracy Snow and her Team Canada (including our very own Julia Magnuson-Ford) held their own during 
Sundays races despite the high breeze.   Opting not to fly their spinnaker a few times was their course of 
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action and while it didn’t get them in the front of the fleet, they sailed strong!  It’s always good to have Tracy 
with us; she brings her ‘can-do’ attitude regardless of conditions (boat or weather).  
 
All I can say is; poor Renegade.   In race #2, coming down the last leg, spinnaker flying full, while trying to do a 
jibe, the spinnaker seemed to get very  twisted around the front stay and just continued to twist, and twist, 
and twist.   She finished the race but couldn’t stop!  Mike Hill from Team USA2 was at the helm and we 
watched helplessly as she continued to cruise on down the coast.    Race 3 had to start without Renegade as 
she was still in distress (or was Richard Hamilton (on start boat) in more distress  ) until the spinnaker sheet 
was cut!  Fortunately neither the sailors nor the sail were harmed.   
    
Race 3 saw a few less boats on the line as, not only did ‘Renegade’ retire, but ‘Calypso’ and ‘Tsunami’ (who 
broke her boom) also headed back to the dock. 
    
As the final race finished it was clear that the 2015 J22 Jamaica Invitational Champion was Commander 
Farrington on ‘Take 5’ with a combined score of 10.  Our friends, Stuart and Julia Johnston, sailed a terrific 
event coming in 2nd place overall with a combined score of 16 points on ‘Nina’ with their crew, Stephen and 
Krystian Dear.   The third place finisher, with a combined score of 26, was Bruce Johnson and his awesome 
crew on ‘Awesome’!   
 
This year the JAMIN organizing committee thought it would be nice to give a ‘token’ in thanks to all our 
participants.   So we organized a special paint class for mainly MBYC members who had participated in the 
‘Island Strokes’ classes.    Liana Gomes did a wonderful job of guiding us through the steps to create 
masterpieces of J22 ‘individual interpretation’ to present to our visitors in hopes they will hang them proudly 
and tell others about our event.   It truly was a special touch and our participants seemed to really enjoy their 
gifts.     
 
Once again, Evelyn Harrington presented those so “fittingly deserving” with their ‘gag’ prizes!  Each year, we 
recognize those individuals who have done something so memorable, so outlandish, so crazy (or not so crazy) 
that we just need to tell the world, and not let them forget.    It’s our way of saying, “Busted! We saw you!”   
Evelyn has the panache and charm to get away with reminding folks of their flaws, while they try so hard to 
forget them!  We love her and our ‘gag’ gifts wouldn’t be the same without her!   
 
As our 26th Annual J22 Jamaica Invitational came to an end, the Prosecco flowed and spirits were high and 
happy, with many (if not all) saying ‘we will be back’.  And that is why we do what we do.  Overall it was a 
tremendous success with the help of and many thanks to our sponsors, Stocks & Securities Limited (SSL) and 
Hall’s Investment Limited/Island Lyfestyle.   We could not have done it without their support. And once again, 
the JAMIN Committee ‘rocked’ it!   Not sure how we will top this year’s event, but just watch us!    
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2015 JAMIN RESULTS 

    Place Boat Skipper Country 

1 Take 5 Mike Farrington Cayman 

2 Nina Stuart Johnston USA 

3 Awesome Bruce Johnson Cayman 

4 Geronimo Steven Cooke KIN JA 

5 Zipper Peter Harper MBJ JA 

6 Ayahso Mike Morse MBJ JA 

7 Defender Jim Wilson MBJ JA 

8 Tsunami PJ Gibson KIN JA 

9 Renegade Mike Hill USA 

10 Jim Screechie Suvi Hayden Cayman 

11 Calypso Tracy Snow Canada 

 
Photos of the 2015 Jamin Regatta appear at the end of the newsletter.  The sailing and party 
photos are reproduced with the kind permission of Bunny Rose Photography.  You can see 
all of Bunny’s photos here: 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/i8b09rvwey9ewjr/AACvtPvrdCwBPhtfonYo3Hu3a?oref=e&n=
124272987 
 More pictures courtesy of Ian Johnson, Hank Brown and Richard Hamilton:  
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/tt0qp3fw2907ecd/AADjUOI3jVjFLuzD7xji2IYIa?dl=0 
Check out Krystian Dear’s amazing YouTube video of the race at:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dg6xvb_rQpY 
 

 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/i8b09rvwey9ewjr/AACvtPvrdCwBPhtfonYo3Hu3a?oref=e&n=124272987
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/i8b09rvwey9ewjr/AACvtPvrdCwBPhtfonYo3Hu3a?oref=e&n=124272987
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/tt0qp3fw2907ecd/AADjUOI3jVjFLuzD7xji2IYIa?dl=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dg6xvb_rQpY
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MBYC MANAGER’S REPORT 

 
Taddy Tavares, Club Manager 

 
Events and Functions 
 
The primary event this month is the Members’ Christmas Lunch to be held on Sunday, December 20th at the 
club from 12:30p.m. – 2:30 p.m. Please, save the date.  We strongly suggest you make reservations for your 
family and friends by calling Heather, Zeirain or Taddy in the Admin Office. The deadline for reservations is 
Friday, December 18 and a reminder that the cost will be $3,350 per adult and $1,675 for children under 12 
years of age (prices include GCT). To confirm your reservation, payment may be made in advance at the 
office. Following is the menu: 
 

 MIXED GREEN SALAD WITH ARUGULA, RADICCHIO, RED ONION, TOASTED WALNUTS & PEAR SALAD 
WITH ORANGE – FENNEL SEED VINAIGRETTE 

 POTATO SALAD WITH ROASTED BELL PEPPERS, CRIMINI MUSHROOM & BACON WITH HERB DRESSING  

 ROAST BEET, CITRUS, CARROT & FETA WITH LEMON VINAIGRETTE  

 CAULIFLOWER, ZUCCNINI, BROCCOLI & GRAPE TOMATO SALAD 

 MOROCCAN SPICED RUBBED BEEF RIB EYE WITH PEPPERCORN DIJON CREAM SAUCE  

 BAKED SUGAR CURED HAM WITH MANGO-RUM GLAZE  

 HERB ROAST TURKEY AND TRADITIONAL STUFFING WITH SAUSAGES & DRIED FRUITS  

 SPICY SAUTEED SHRIMP WITH TOMATO, GARLIC, GINGER –SOY  

 RICE & GUNGO PEAS  

 MEDLEY OF SEASONAL VEGETABLES WITH SWEET & SOUR DILL SAUCE  

 CANDIED SWEET POTATO WITH MARSHMALLOWS & PECAN CRUST 

 PLATTER OF FRESH FRUITS IN SEASON  

 AN ASSORTMENT OF XMAS PASTRIES 
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In addition to Santa’s visit (who will require assistance from his ‘Elves’ in procuring gifts for the children), we 
are also expecting to have a few stalls selling Christmas jams, jellies and puddings. If anyone is interested in 
displaying a product for seasonal items to sell, please contact the office to reserve a ‘stall’ now.  

 
The Seahorse Grill & Restaurant will also be putting on a special Christmas Dinner Buffet on the 25th offering a 
complimentary glass of eggnog or sorrel from 3:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  Reservations also highly suggested. 
Reminder that the Admin Office will be closed on Christmas Day. 
 
On December 31st, Seahorse Grill will be having a placid New Year’s Eve Dinner with a set menu and live 
background music, details of which will be relayed later this week. 
 
Many functions are slated to be held at the Club this month, with staff parties from companies such as 
Diamond International, Goddard Catering, Cornwall Regional, Jamaica Customs, St. James Fire Brigade, and 
various schools and churches. 
 
Island Strokes will be putting on their last Paint & Sip Class for 2015 this Thursday, Dec. 10 commencing t 6:30 
p.m. 
 
Monique’s Jewelry Show & Sale will be displayed in the Lounge for four days this month - Dec. 11th and 13th; 
also Dec. 18th and 20th. 
 
The Photo Exhibit by Vladimir is still on and framed photographs still adorn the walls of the lounge. Each 
photograph is reasonably priced and now discounted at US$175 each. 
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We recently signed a contract with Sun Ice Packaged Ice Ltd., whereby they will provide a merchandiser which 
will afford us the ability to store and dispense bags of ice at reasonable prices to members of the club as well 
as our neighbours on the peninsula.  Should you require extra ice for a private function, it will soon be easily 
obtainable at a comfortably short distance from the Club. 
 

December Quiz Question 
 

The November 2015 quiz question was ‘ What is the name of the Jamaican 
author whose latest book won the 2015 ‘Man Booker Prize’ and what is 
the title of the book for which he won the prize? ‘The answer is Marlon 
James, and the title of his book is ‘A Brief History of Seven Killings’.  We had 
three responses; Norma Webster, Kathryn May and Felix Hunter each sent 
in the right answer.  Well done ladies and thank you for responding! 
 
The December quiz question is:  What is the name of Jamaica’s current 
Poet Laureate and what distinguishes him from his predecessors?  

Responses to:  carolesmall@shaw.ca 

 
 
2015 Jamin Regatta Photos  
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December Christmas Quote 
 

“My idea of Christmas, whether old-fashioned or modern, is very simple: loving others. Come 
to think of it, why do we have to wait for Christmas to do that?”  

 

Bob Hope 


