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Sailing News 
Jamaican Harpoon Champions training for Ocala USA in 2014  
Richard Hamilton 

 
The Jamaican Sailing Team is practising for the upcoming 10th Annual Harpoon Championships to be held April 26th and 
27th at the Ocala Sailing Club at Lake Weir, a freshwater lake located in southern Marion County, Florida, USA. 
 
Follow the link to watch the sailing team practising in Kingston Harbour. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NcjO_QbKE1I&feature=youtu.be 
Follow this link to read about RJYC’s sailing programs: 
http://www.ocalasailingclub.org/uploads/8/9/7/4/8974409/rjyc_visiting_sailors_to_jamaica_directive.pdf 
  

2014 Sailing Schedule 
 
Follow the link to the schedule:  http://www.mobayyachtclub.com/   
 

Youth Sailing 
Tanique Brodber-Ventura 
 
Saturday sailing with the youth has been progressing nicely.  Special thanks to Jim Wilson and Stephen Ventura who 
volunteer their Saturday mornings to keep the kids sailing and the program running. 
  
We are still in need of additional "sea nannies".  Jim will be away for the rest of April, so sailors - please sign up! 
Are you interested in joining the youth sailing club? Contact the club office for further details. 
        

 
Rigging the Picos on Saturday 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NcjO_QbKE1I&feature=youtu.be
http://www.ocalasailingclub.org/uploads/8/9/7/4/8974409/rjyc_visiting_sailors_to_jamaica_directive.pdf
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Getting the last boat in the water 
 

 
Everyone is upright and under sail! 
 

MBYC 2014 Easter Regatta – April 18th to 21st 2014 
Schedule of Events       

Friday, April 18th            - Single Handed Racing 

Saturday, April 19th   - Easter Regatta 
5.00- 7.00PM              - Vice Commodore Happy Hour at her residence,” Landfall” 
Sunday, April 20th    - Easter Regatta- Youth Sailing - Children’s Fun Day – Prize Giving 
Monday April 21th     - No Events 

 
MBYC Manager’s Report 
Judith Dear, Club Manager 
 

MBYC 2014 Easter Regatta, Kids Easter Egg Hunt and so much more-  

Sunday 20 April 11.00AM- 4.00PM 
 
The Committee has a fun day planned.  Kids, bring along white T-shirts for tie dying, hangers, boys’ caps, girls’ hair 
bands, baskets to collect the eggs, swimsuits and towels.  Parents- bring your cameras.  Please let us know how many 
children will participate to ensure we have enough eggs for the hunt 
 



Montego Bay Yacht Club Newsletter April 2014  
 
 

3 
 

 
 

 

MBYC 2014 53rd Annual Fishing Tournament  
Our chairperson, Bobby Stewart and his committee are planning such a fun event.  Details to follow. 
 

Team Jamaica Training Programme  
 
The first six-day training session commenced on the 21 March 2014, and our two MBYC staff members reported how 
informative and interesting it was.  They are confident their knowledge will be such an asset to our visiting boats and the 
public in general.  The next session planned will be during this month, April 2014.  

 
MBYC Dry Dock Boat Yard 
 
Yes !!!  We did it.  The Dock Yard is now a worthy representation of the MBYC.  We are asking that all boaters have their 
trailers in working order and that all boats are placed on trailers. 

 
 

MANAGER’S Old Time Corner 
Transformation 
 
Bogue Islands then     Montego Bay Freeport Now 
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MBYC Admin Report 
Heather Vernon, Club Administrative Assistant 
 
The Team Jamaica held their training session for 6 days.  Thanks to Mrs. Cheryl Kelly the club was able to get a discount 

rate for the Club members and Club Staff.  This was a great experience and I am saying a big Thank You to Ms. Dear who 

gave me the opportunity to attend.  I like to say thank you also to Denise Taylor for giving the group a tour of the 

harbour on her boat.  

 

Team Jamaica group which includes Heather (from the admin. Office), Claudette (Security), Gavin Harper (Member) Mrs. 

Cheryl Kelly (Member, Trainer) and Leon (Bartender). 

 
 
 

Who’s On the Dock? 
Carole Small, Editor 
 

 
Pim and Johanna from the ‘Nelly Rose’ 
(Editor’s apologies for the poor photo quality) 
 
A warm Jamaican welcome to Pim and Johanna (Hanneke) Tiddens who arrived at the MBYC in early March on 
their 41 foot Danish X412 Sporting Cruiser, the ‘Nelly Rose’.  The Tiddens hail from Holland, the Netherlands, 
and have been living on and sailing their cruiser since 2012. 
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The ‘Nelly Rose’ 
 
Both Pim and Johanna have been sailing since the 1970s and had often dreamed of a round the world sailing 
adventure.  So in the summer of 2012, after a month of practice and becoming familiar with their boat on the 
North Sea, they set sail from Holland with a friend in August 2012.  They headed for England, Spain, Port 
Madeira and the Canary Islands where they joined the Atlantic Rally for Cruisers, an annual transatlantic sailing 
event for cruiser yachts held since 1986. 
 
The Atlantic crossing began at the end of November and took 19 days, with each of the crew doing shifts of 3 
hours on and 6 hours off.   In late December they reached St. Lucia.  After Christmas they set off again, visiting 
Dominique, Antigua and then St. Martin where they stayed for a month.  In March they headed for the British 
Virgin Islands, the US Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico, Turks and Caicos and then the Bahamas where they spent 
over a month at Exuma Cays Land and Sea Park on anchor.  During this time Pim finished his book, The Power 
of Ten, soon to be launched worldwide. 
 
The Tiddens on ‘Nelly Rose’ then set off for Norfolk, Virginia, Delaware, New York (where they had a photo 
taken of themselves under the iconic Statue of Liberty), and then Maine, New Hampshire where they spent 
weeks gorging on fresh Maine Lobster.  After Maine they set off for Beaufort and Charleston in North Carolina, 
and then St. Augustine, Fort Lauderdale and Key West in Florida.  From there they sailed to Havana and 
Cienfuegos, Cuba.  From Cuba they flew home for the official book publication event, returning to Cuba in late 
February and then set off for Montego Bay.  
 
Surprisingly, but thankfully, they have had very few boat problems.  A sudden squall on the Atlantic crossing 
flattened the boat.  Johanna was chopping onions as the boat keeled over and according to Pim, they’re still 
finding onion bits on the boat.   
 
The next leg of their journey will take them to Port Antonio, then over to Île-à-Vache, Haiti, the Dominican 
Republic, the Grenadines, Trinidad and Tobago, Venezuela, the Dutch Antilles, Columbia, the San Blas Islands, 
and then the Panama Canal to the Pacific Ocean.  Ultimately their plan is to reach New Zealand in November 
of 2015. 
 
If you are interested in following the Tiddens on their amazing voyage you can go to their blog at: 
www.nellyrose.nl.  The blog is written mostly in Dutch, but if you use Google Chrome and Google Translate 
you can follow their journey in English (unless of course you can read Dutch). 

http://www.nellyrose.nl/
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Pim and Johanna, we enjoyed your company and your many stories.  It was a great pleasure to meet you both 
and we wish you all the very best on your amazing sailing adventure. 
 

Passages 
 
After a short illness, our dear friend and club member Margaret Barnett passed away on Monday, March 31th in 
Montreal, Canada.  Margaret was born in Kingston, Jamaica and moved to Canada with her family at an early age.   But 
Margaret maintained her Jamaican roots and connections. 
 
Margaret attended school in Canada and after completing her education worked there for many years with special 
needs children.  Margaret had a special bond and a talent for connecting with and understanding children, and she loved 
working with them. 
 
Margaret spent her winters in Montego Bay at Seawind on the Bay.  She had many, many friends and was always eager 
to engage, discuss, listen and laugh.  Dear Margaret, you are very much in our hearts, and you will be missed greatly. 

 
Introductions 
Carole Small, Editor 
 

 
Fiona Sanderson 
 
Allow me introduce you to Fiona Sanderson.  If you haven’t already had the pleasure of being served by Fiona at Robbie 
Joseph’s Seahorse Grill, you’re in for a treat.  She will always have a smile for you, no matter what the circumstances or 
the occasion. 
 
Fiona was born in the Parish of St. Elizabeth and attended school at the Maybole Basic in Ginger Hill and Bridgeport High 
School in Portmore.  She also spent a year at the St. Elizabeth Technical School.  Fiona’s parents still live in St. Elizabeth 
and she has a younger brother and an older sister. 
Her first jobs were as a Customer Service and Sales Representative.  But a little over a year ago, Fiona was introduced to 
Robbie  at the Seahorse Grill by a friend who was leaving her cashier’s job.  Fiona replaced her as cashier and soon after 
she began training behind the bar, learning how to pour and mix drinks, and on the floor as a server. 
 
Fiona lives in Roehampton in the Parish of St. James with her young daughter.  Between working, travelling to and from 
work, caring for her daughter, visiting her parents every weekend in St. Elizabeth, and helping out at and attending 
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church, Fiona has little time on her hands for much else. 
 
What she enjoys most about working in the restaurant are the friendly staff with whom she works, and the ‘vigorous’ 
customers she serves.  By ‘vigorous’ she explained that she meant ‘interesting’ but I’m betting some of them are indeed 
pretty ‘vigorous’ in the ‘energetic and forceful’ sense of the word. 
 
I have had the pleasure of being served by Fiona at the ‘vigorous’ local table on Friday nights and I can tell you that even 
in those sometimes trying circumstances she retains her smile and can-do attitude.   
 
Thank you Fiona.  You’re an asset to the restaurant and a pleasure to meet.  

 
Mystery of the Month 
 
Last month’s mystery question went unanswered so I have no idea as to what the name of the tree is that produces 
these pods. Help! 
 

 
 
Check out the photo below.  What is the name of the contraptions that these tourists from the Aida are riding down the 
Southern Cross Road towards Seawind Club? 
 

 
 
 

Sailing Quote 
 
"The ocean has always been a salve to my soul...the best thing for a cut or abrasion was to go swimming in salt water. 
Later down the road of life, I made the discovery that salt water was also good for the mental abrasions one 
inevitably acquires on land."  Jimmy Buffet 


